
Clay 
Mosaic 

 
Materials: 

Drawn Design 
Clay 
Clay Tools 
Glazes 
Wooden Board 
Weldbond 
Grout 

 
Goals of the Assignment: 
 .  Students will use shape, texture and 
color to create a balanced composition that 
demonstrates space. Students will create a clay 
custom mosaic work featuring a “landscape” as the 
basis for the imagery.  The final design will 
showcase an understanding of compositional 
space (foreground, middleground and 
background) as well as a purposeful use of shape.  
Students will learn slab forming and surface 
texture manipulation to create custom tiles to 
execute their custom design.  Glazing finished tiles 
will add the element of color to the work. 
 
Due Dates:   Design of Landscape Drawn to Scale on Paper: _____ / _____ 
 

Clay Tiles Created in Clay: _____ / _____  Tiles Glazed & Glued & Grouted: _____ / _____ 
 

Procedures: 
Design of Landscape on Paper: 
 Investigate various landscape imagery.  Choose one as the foundation for your design.  Print a 
large full page copy of the landscape and save the image to your drive. 
 On the paper, draw out your design.  Think about the shapes you are creating within your 
design and how they add the illusion of volume/depth or flatten the image.  When breaking the objects 
into shapes, consider the form as well as the color or values you need to visually depict the image. 
 Go over all the outside lines of the shapes with a black permanent marker. 
 Number each shape and write the color on the shape in pencil. 
 
Clay Tiles Created in Clay: 
 Cut the copy of your image into pieces to trace in the clay. 
 Roll out the clay into a slab using the ¼” slats as your guide.  All of the clay should be even 
thickness before cutting it into shapes.  If there is any special texture you need to create on this tile, 
create a texture on the top surface. 
 Place paper pieces of your image onto the slab of clay and trace.  Cut out with a needle tool. 
 Run your finger over the top and bottom edges to help smooth out the rough areas. 



 On the back, place your initials / name and the 
number that corresponds to the design template. 
 Repeat this until all design parts are cut out and 
labeled. 
 
Tiles Glazed, Glued & Grouted: 
 Once all the clay tiles come out of the kiln, you 
must glaze the top of each tile.  Choose your colors and 
values wisely to help enhance the imagery. 
 Paint on 2-3 coats of the glaze for even color 
coverage.  DO NOT GLAZE THE BACK! 
 Once all pieces are glazed, bring all your tiles on 
a board to be fired.   
 
 While you wait for the tiles to come out of the 
kiln, sand the edges of the board.  Then paint the board 
with either white or black, depending on the grout color 
you are going to choose. 
 
 After all of your tiles come out of the kiln, 
arrange the tiles on the painted board to design your 
image.  There should be spaces between each piece for 
the grout.  The image does not need to go all the way to 
the edge of the board.  Start in the center and work 
outward. 

 Use Weldbond glue and glue the tiles down to the board with the space in between.  Let the 
glue dry overnight. 
 

Mix the grout color you 
chose to match the color of paint 
on the board.  Using a plastic 
spatula, apply the grout across the 
entire image. 
 Use a large damp sponge 
to wipe away the grout off the top 
of the tiles, leaving it between the 
tile. 

After the grout dries, we 
will make a bead of caulking 
around the outside edge of your 
image to help seal it in. 

In permanent marker, write 
your name on the back. 

 
Tips for Success: 
*Variety is the Spice of Life!  Try out various ideas.  Boring basic ideas have been done before. 
*Moisture.  Clay loves moisture but too much of a good thing makes it weak. 
*Forgive and Forget…dare I say, Let It Go.  If it doesn’t work for you the first time, forget about it and 
try again.  Clay will let you try and try again and won’t hate you for it. 


