
GLASS 
Mosaic 

 
Materials: 

Drawn Design/Pattern 
Glass Tesserae 
White Ceramic Tile 
Glass Cutter, Nippers, Running Pliers 
Weldbond 
Grout 

 
Goals of the Assignment: 
 Students will create a balanced custom mosaic work featuring glass tesserae to form the 
design.  Students will use their understanding of various forms of compositional balance and 
rhythm/pattern as starting points for the design layout.  Color and shape will be manipulated to 
create a unique design which demonstrates understanding of balance and pattern while constructing 
a direct method mosaic. 

Due Dates:   Design on Paper: _____ / _____ 
 
Tesserae Glued & Grouted: _____ / _____ 
 
Procedures: 
Design of Layout/Pattern: 
 Investigate various non-objective imagery, focusing on 
rhythm/pattern and various forms of balance.   

On the 11.5x11.5 paper, draw out a composition; 
keeping in mind how it will need to translate into circles and 
pieces cut from 
squares. 
 Use color 
pencils to start 
planning out the 
color within the 
pattern/design. 

Clean off 
the top surface of 

the white ceramic tile.  Write your name on the back in 
permanent marker. 
 Using graphite paper, transfer the design onto 
the clean surface.  After transferred, use a permanent 
marker to preserve the lines. 
 Collect the tesserae colors and shapes you need 
to complete your design in a plastic baggie.  



Tesserae Glued & Grouted: 
 Use the glass cutters, nippers, and running 
pliers to cut the glass to the size and shapes needed 
to complete the design. 

Arrange theglass tiles on the ceramic tile to 
compose your image.  There should be spaces 
between each piece for the grout.  The image needs 
to go all the way to the edge of the ceramic tile. 

Once all the pieces are on the tile and 
arranged properly, use Weldbond glue to glue the 
tesserae down to the board with the spaces in 
between.  Let the glue dry overnight. 
 The next day check to see if any of the tiles 
are loose, if so, re-glue and let dry overnight. 

Mix the grout color of your choice.  Using a 
plastic spatula, apply the grout across the entire 
image. 
 Use a large damp sponge to wipe away the 
grout off the top of the tiles, leaving it between the tesserae. 

 
Tips for Success: 
*Variety is the Spice of Life!  Try out 
various ideas.  Boring basic ideas have 
been done before. 
*It’s all in the technique!  Look to your 
resources to see the varied ways of laying 
out the tesserae for inspiration. 
*Make it yours!  You can take an already 
existing pattern and make it new by adding 
your personality to it.  You don’t need to 
reinvent the wheel, just make it stylin’. 


